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Help with Fleas 
(Continuedfrom page 1) 

insect growth regulator. This safe 
product has now been formulated to 
resist the degrading effects of sunlight 
and can be used outdoors. Finally, 
traditional adulticidal agents are 
available for yard and kennel 
treatment and can also aid in the 
control of ticks. 
The House 
Household sprays and foggers are 
convenient wa s of treatin lar e 
areas of the home. When using 
foggers, all humans and pets must 
vacate the home for at least two hours. 
Toys, food and water dishes should be 
put away during treatment. Area 
treatment sprays work like foggers, 
except the pet owner directs the spray 
exactly where needed. Pets should be 
removed from the areas being treated 
until they are dry. Most foggers and 
directed sprays now contain agents 
which kill the immature as well as 
adult fleas. 
The Pet 
Flea sprays are an essential part of a 
complete flea control program. Many 
sprays contain formulations of 
Pyrethrin, a very safe adulticidal 
agent, and Precor, which kills flea 
eggs laid on the pet. For the pet that 

may be frightened by sprays 
analogous products are available in a 
mousse form. These products are safe 
for kittens and puppies. 
Flea dips are concentrated 
insecticides, either pyrethrins or 
stronger organophosphates, which are 
diluted in water and poured over tlle 
pet's body. Dips have the advantage 
of quickly killing most fleas on the 
pet's body and providing some 
residual control New flea collars are 
available which kill adult fleas and 
inhibit the develo ment of e s laid 
on the pet's body. 
There are two types of prescription 
flea control products: Program and 
Proban. Both are given to the pet 
orally on a regular basis. When a 
female flea bites a Program-treated 
pet, she swallows the active ingredient 
which is passed on to her eggs. This 
ingredient prevents the eggs from 
hatching, interrupting the flea life 
cycle. Program is given once a month 
with a full meal and should be given 
to all pets in the household. Proban is 
an adulticidal agent which directly 
kills the biting fleas. It is given twice 
weekly. These prescription drugs 
require annual physical examinations 
ofthe pet prior to dispensing. 
For more help with flea control, 
please give us a call. 

Tidbits 
-Some experts feel pets can have an
 
almost psychic bond to their owners.
 
According to tlle Epilepsy Institute,
 
there have been cases of dogs warning
 
their owners that an epileptic seizure
 
is coming. One dog even nudges her
 
owner to sit down when it senses a
 
seizure is coming!
 
-Chocolate can be toxic to pets if
 
enough is ingested because it acts
 
similarly to caffeine. The theobromine
 
in chocolate cause the heart rate to
 
jump to dangerously fast rates, and
 
might force your pet into cardiac
 
failure. Chocolate is also a stimulant
 
and can cause vomiting and diarrhea.
 
-The most recent AKe registration
 
figures show that the Labrador
 
Retriever is the nation's most popular
 
breed, followed by the German
 
Shepherd.
 
-Lassie, the highest rated and longest
 
running animal show, was on
 
Network Television from 1954-1974.
 
-According to carbon-dated remains
 
found in Australia, dogs were first
 
domesticated in 28,000 B.C.
 
-Despite the assumptions of many,
 
cats cannot see in total darkness.
 
However, they can see better in dim
 
light than other animals and humans.
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