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Prescription for health 
How many times have you fought to 
open one of those childproof pre­
scription bottles? If you're like most, 
you would rather leave the lid off 
than go through another wrestling 
match! However, the importance of 
those special bottles cannot be over 
emphasized. It is important to note 
"childproof' does not always mean 
"petproof'. A determined pet can 
open any medicine vial. Therefore, it 
is essential that we keep all medica­
tions out of our pets' reach. The 
Animal Poison Control reports that 
pets are poisoned each year by in­
gesting medication owners had un­
wittingly made accessible. Most of 
these poisonings are not from pre­
scription drugs but from simple over­
the-eounter products such as antihis­
tamines and Tylenol (which can be 

fatal to cats). Many veterinary drugs 
are also a source of poisonings as 
they are formulated to taste like a 
treat. Take the time to make sure that 
all prescription and nonprescription 
medications are out of harm's reach. 

Microchip discount 
Following coverage of microchip 
identification on NBC's Dateline, 
the American Kennel Club 
announced a 40% discount on 
HomeAgain microchip registration. 
The discount is in effect from 
October 1 through December 31. 
Microchipping is quick and painless. 
Now is the time to protect your pet 
with the HomeAgain pet retrieval 
microchip service. 

Tidbits 
-In Beijing, China, pet owners must 
pay up to $600 per year for a pet 
license. This is equivalent to two 
years salary for the average worker. 
-Although there are more than 2,400 
species of flea throughout the world, 
the most common is the cat flea. 
Ctenocephalides felis, the common 
cat flea, accounts for ninety percent 
of all fleas on dogs and cats. 
-A dog's nose is a precision instru­
ment with over 200 million olfactory 
receptors...twenty times that ofa per­
son. In one reported test a police dog 
found an ounce of illegal drugs in a 
box of black pepper hidden inside a 
container of mothballs! 
-Do dogs have sweat glands? Yes, 
but they play only a small part in 
cooling the body. Most cooling oc­
curs via panting. 
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